Adam Alessi

Pepper

November 13 - December 20, 2025

Nonaka-Hill is pleased to announce Adam Alessi’s forthcoming exhibition, Pepper, at our Kyoto
gallery. The exhibition will include new work across a variety of media, paintings, drawings, and
sculpture. An opening reception with the artist will be held on November 13, the gallery will remain
open that evening until 21:00.

Adam Alessi’s works are displaced in time and place, drawing inspiration from a fin de siecle Venn
overlap of late Victorian, Aestheticism, and early Modernist ideas - without being explicitly tied to
any past modality - they also feel fully present in today’s world of endless visual stimulation; where
imagery from every era, historical or synthesized, all coexist alongside one another, in a contextual
vacuum.

Over the last several years, Alessi has spent extended amounts of time in Japan. Much of the work
for this exhibition was made, in part or in whole, during his time there working in an ad hoc attic
studio in remote Iga, an environment promoting a sense of isolation not easily accessed in the
artist’s primary studios in New York (and Los Angeles before that). The isolation has allowed for a
quiet and meditative practice, illuminating an alternative creative artery; away from the frenetic
energy of the major artistic capitals in which the artist primarily resides. For this exhibition, Alessi
has created a body of work rendered almost exclusively in a high-contrast sepia toned palette,
calling on a familiar cast of characters set in cinematic, historical, or surreal scenes. In one large
format work on paper, the famous french mime Marcel Marceau appears mid stage-fall through
the central cavity of the stairwell in the legendary former Leo Castelli Gallery building in New York
City. In others, fictional characters, at times jarring, inhabit the intimate near ground of each
composition, as if suddenly, jarringly entering into one’s field of vision of an otherwise benign
street scene.

Adam Alessi (b. 1994) lives and works in New York City. He has been the subject of solo
exhibitions in galleries across the US and Europe. This is his first exhibition in Asia and first with
Nonaka Hill.

Adam Alessi will be on view at 201-4, Nishino-Cho, Shinmonzen-Dori from November 13 to
December 20, 2025, Tuesday through Saturday, from 11:00 to 18:00.
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Pubric Collections

Born in Camarillo, CA, 1994
Lives and works in New York, NY, USA

Pepper, Nonaka-Hill, Kyoto

fullmoon, Hoffman Donahue, Beverly Hills, CA.
Fields, Barbati Gallery, Venice, IT

The Village, CLE ARIN G, New York, NY
Cruiser’s Creek, CLE AR I N G, Brussels, BE
Near Dark, Smart Objects, Los Angeles, CA

Spider, YSL Rive Droite Rodeo Drive with Jeffrey Deitch, Los Angeles, CA

Midday, Smart Objects, Los Angeles, CA

A Certain Form of Hell, Karma, Thomaston, MN
Play, Moran Moran, Los Angeles, CA

Le Magicien, Galeria Mascota, Mexico City, MX
Overserved, Miles McEnery Gallery, New York, NY
Very Friendly, HOUSE, Berlin, DE

Papertrail, Matthew Brown, Los Angeles, CA
Maiden Voyage, CLEARIN G, New York, NY

Les beaux jours, CLE ARIN G, Brussels, BE
What is it Like to be a Bat?, ADZ Gallery, Lisbon, PT
Supermoon, CLE AR I N G, Beverly Hills, CA

One hundred eighty-six billion steps to the sun, CLE AR IN G, New York, NY

Stress Tested, Public Gallery, London, UK
TAILS AND HEADS, CLE ARIN G, New York, NY
Anxiety 2, HYW8, Los Angeles, CA

Museo Jumex, Mexico City, MX
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