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Biography 
Naotaka Hiro (b. 1972, Osaka, Japan) is a multidisciplinary artist based in Pasadena, California, 
whose practice explores the "unknowability of the body" through drawing, painting, sculpture, 
and video. His work investigates the limitations of perceiving one’s own physicality without 
external aids like mirrors or cameras, often pushing his body to physical extremes to document 
and comprehend these unseen spaces. Hiro’s instinctive and performative approach blends the 
gestural experiments of Japan’s Gutai Group with the West Coast performance art he 
encountered after moving to California’s Bay Area in 1991. 

Hiro received his BFA from the University of California, Los Angeles (1997) and his MFA from 
the California Institute of the Arts (2000). His work has been exhibited internationally at 
institutions such as the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New York; the Whitney Museum of 
American Art, New York; the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles; and the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Los Angeles. Hiro’s art is included in prestigious collections, including MoMA, the Whitney, 
and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. He has received grants from the Art Matters 
Foundation (2014) and the Asian and Pacific Islander Artist Presenting Initiative (2006). Hiro’s 
exhibitions, such as Green Door (Herald St, London, 2021) and Sand-man (Bortolami, New 
York, 2022), have been critically acclaimed for their exploration of the body’s material and 
psychological dimensions. 

Curriculum Vitae 

Education 

●​ 2000: MFA, California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA 
●​ 1997: BFA, University of California, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ 1996: Studies at Universitas Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

Solo Exhibitions 

●​ 2021: Green Door, Herald St, London, UK 
●​ 2021: Armor, The Box, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ 2019: In the Ravine, Misako & Rosen, Tokyo, Japan 
●​ 2019: Subterranean & Wanderer, Brennan & Griffin, New York, NY 
●​ 2019: Solo Exhibition, Nonaka-Hill, Los Angeles, CA 



●​ 2018: Breaking the Waves, Shane Campbell Gallery, Chicago, IL 
●​ 2017: Gibbous, Brennan & Griffin, New York, NY 
●​ 2016: Peaking, The Box, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ 2016: Big Question, Brennan & Griffin, New York, NY 
●​ 2015: Red Olive, Golden Lips, Misako & Rosen, Tokyo, Japan 
●​ 2013: Pit and Log, Brennan & Griffin, New York, NY 
●​ 2009: To and From, Dobaebacsa, Seoul, South Korea 
●​ 2008: Wrong Person, Misako & Rosen, Tokyo, Japan 
●​ 1999: Solo Exhibition, Taka Ishii Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 

Selected Group Exhibitions 

●​ 2021: Sweet Home, Rachel Uffner Gallery, New York, NY 
●​ 2021: Spirits in the Material World, Halsey McKay Gallery, East Hampton, NY 
●​ 2020: Seven Stations: Selections from MOCA’s Collection, Museum of Contemporary 

Art, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ 2020: In the Meanwhile..., Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Santa Barbara, CA 
●​ 2020: 50+50: A Creative Century from Chouinard to CalArts, REDCAT, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ 2020: Le Hanger, Maison de Rendez-Vous, Brussels, Belgium 
●​ 2018: Made in L.A., Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ 2015: Mirror Effect, The Box, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ 2015: R.S.V.P. Los Angeles: The Project Series at Pomona, Pomona College Museum of 

Art, Pomona, CA 
●​ 2014: Men in LA: Three Generations of Drawings: Naotaka Hiro, Paul McCarthy, and 

Benjamin Weissman, The Box, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ 2008: Murder Pretended, curated by Naotaka Hiro, Festival Internacional Cervantino, 

Guanajuato, Mexico 
●​ 2008: Murder Pretended, curated by Naotaka Hiro, Casa Vecina, Mexico City, Mexico 
●​ 2001: Hiropon Show, Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo, Japan 

Collections 

●​ Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New York, NY 
●​ Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY 
●​ Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, CA 
●​ Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Santa Barbara, CA 

Grants and Awards 

●​ 2014: Art Matters Foundation Grant 
●​ 2006: Asian and Pacific Islander Artist Presenting Initiative Grant 
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Artist Talks and Lectures 

●​ Pomona College Museum of Art, Claremont, CA 
●​ Casa Vecina, Mexico City, Mexico 
●​ Various universities and institutions in the United States and abroad 
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