Trevor Shimizu: Biography and
Curriculum Vitae

Biography

Trevor Shimizu is a multidisciplinary artist born on March 30, 1978, in Santa Rosa, California.
Raised in Sebastopol, California, with a Japanese mother and a Hawaiian-born father, Shimizu’s
cultural background informs his exploration of identity, masculinity, and media culture. After
living in Santa Cruz, Oakland, and San Francisco, he relocated to New York in 2002, where he
currently resides with his wife and daughter in Long Island City. Shimizu’s work spans painting,
video, performance, and digital interventions, characterized by a semi-autobiographical
approach that blends humor, self-deprecation, and social commentary.

Shimizu’s paintings are known for their crudely gestural and sparse aesthetic, often addressing
personal and societal themes such as humiliating social incidents, media consumerism, and
clichéd situations of everyday life. His video works, influenced by his tenure as Technical
Director at Electronic Arts Intermix (EAI), explore identity and affect in a socially mediated world,
drawing inspiration from artists like Michael Smith, Mike Kelley, and Dara Birnbaum. Works like
the Lonely Loser Trilogy (2000) and Memoir (2005-17) highlight his fascination with the banality
of television, home video, and online culture, often presenting himself as a character or
surrogate. His Late Work series parodies the trope of the aging male artist, featuring
zero-gravity nudes and unstretched canvases, while his recent landscape paintings reflect his
current environment along the Hudson River, engaging with memory and abstraction.

Shimizu’s practice is marked by a dry wit and a critical investigation of self-presentation, often
blurring the line between the artist as individual and as performer. His work has been exhibited
internationally, including at the Whitney Biennial (2014) and the Institute of Contemporary Art,
Philadelphia (2020), and is held in collections such as the Whitney Museum of American Art and
the High Museum of Art.

Curriculum Vitae

Personal Information

e Born: March 30, 1978, Santa Rosa, California, USA
e Lives and Works: Long Island City, New York, USA

Education



No formal art education details are available, but Shimizu’s early performances and
video works were developed during his time at the University of California, Santa Cruz,
where he engaged with film and performance art.

Solo Exhibitions
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2020:
2020:
2020:
PA

2019:
2018:
2018:
2018:
2017:
2017:
2016:
2016:
2016:
2015:
2015:
2015:
2015:
2014
2014
2013:
2013:
2012:

Landscapes, 47 Canal, New York, NY

La Maison de Rendez-Vous, Brussels, Belgium

Landscapes, 47 Canal, New York, NY

Masterpieces (with Ken Kagami), Anthony Greaney, Somerville, MA

Trevor Shimizu: Performance Artist, Institute of Contemporary Art, Philadelphia,

Trevor Shimizu: Performance Artist, Kunsthalle Lissabon, Lisbon, Portugal
Paul Kos & Trevor Shimizu, Potts, Los Angeles, CA

Ken Kagami & Trevor Shimizu, Mendes Wood DM, Sao Paulo, Brazil
ISLAND OF LOST SOULS, Galerie Christine Mayer, Munich, Germany
Selected Video Works 2000-2013, 47 Canal, New York, NY

SEA, SEX AND SUN, Galerie Christine Mayer, Munich, Germany

New Work, 47 Canal, New York, NY

Magenta Plains, New York, NY

Tender is the Night, Galerie Christine Mayer, Munich, Germany
Selected Works, Evelyn Yard, London, UK

Gas, Misako & Rosen, Tokyo, Japan

Appropriation 2, Galerie Christine Mayer, Munich, Germany

Trying To Be A Good Person, Rowhouse Project, Baltimore, MD
Trevor Shimizu: Actor, The Vanity East, Los Angeles, CA

Trevor Shimizu. Again, 47 Canal, New York, NY

Post, Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark

Romantic, Galerie Christine Mayer, Munich, Germany

47 Canal, New York, NY

Selected Group Exhibitions

2023:
2020:
2020:
2019:
2019:
2019:
2018:

Future Shock, Lisson Gallery, New York, NY

Double-M, Double-X, Kerlin Gallery, Dublin, Ireland

Any Day Now, Sprith Magers, Online

Downtown Painting, Peter Freeman, Inc., New York, NY

Atrtists | Steal From, Galerie Thaddaeus Ropac, London, UK

Condo Shanghai 2019, AIKE, Shanghai, China

Michael Krebber, Win McCarthy, Josephine Pryde, Trevor Shimizu, Galeria Marta

Cervera, Madrid, Spain

2018:
2017:
2017:

I Am A Scientist, V1 Gallery, Copenhagen, Denmark
The World Without Us, Brennan & Griffin, New York, NY
Adult Swim, Pilar Corrias, London, UK



2017: EXO EMO, Greene Naftali Gallery, New York, NY

2016: Your Face in the Mirror Isn’t Your Face, Moran Borandoff, Los Angeles, CA
2016: Quiz 2 — Based on an Idea by Robert Stadler, Mudam Luxembourg, Luxembourg
City, Luxembourg

2015: Summer Group Show, Mallorca Landings, Palma de Mallorca, Spain

2015: We Are All Cats, Karma International, Zurich, Switzerland

2015: Looking Back/The 9th White Columns Annual, White Columns, New York, NY
2014: Whitney Biennial, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY

2014: Silly Canvas, Centre for Style, Melbourne, Australia

2012: Queens Museum of Art, Queens, NY

2011: Local Realities, Tokyo Food Show, 3A Gallery, New York, NY

2010: 179 Canal / Anyways, White Columns, New York, NY

Selected Public Collections

Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY
High Museum of Art, Atlanta, GA

Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit, Ml

K11 Art Foundation, Hong Kong

Selected Bibliography

2020: “Trevor Shimizu: Performance Artist,” e-flux, January 7.

2019: “Confusing and Accurate and Deadpan: Trevor Shimizu,” BOMB Magazine,
February 19.

2018: “Consumer Reports: Trevor Shimizu,” Artnews, March 28.

2015: “Trevor Shimizu,” ArtRabbit, August 17.

Professional Experience

Technical Director, Electronic Arts Intermix (EAI), New York, NY (dates unspecified):
Collaborated with artists including Dan Graham, Carolee Schneemann, Shigeko Kubota,
and Dara Birnbaum.

Nightclub Photographer, Various venues, Manhattan, NY (pre-2002): Documented
nightlife events, influencing his video and performance work.

Member, The Curtains (band), 1998: Played drum machine alongside Greg Saunier
and Chris Cohen.

Awards and Residencies

No specific awards or residencies are documented in the provided sources.

Notes



Shimizu’s work is represented by galleries including 47 Canal (New York) and Galerie
Christine Mayer (Munich).

His videos are distributed by Electronic Arts Intermix (EAI).

Auction records include Therapy (2014), sold July 6, 2023, and Aralia (2019), sold May
19, 2022.
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